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W A S H I N G T O N .  O . C .  2 0 S 1 4 8  

FILE: B-217551 DATE: J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1985 

MATTER OF: MBA C o n t a i n e r  C o r p o r a t i o n  

PIG EST: 

P r o t e s t  of p r o c u r e m e n t  by C l e r k  of House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i s  d i s m i s s e d  where c o n t i n g e n t  
f u n d s  o f  House a r e  used .  GAO s e t t l e m e n t  of 
a c c o u n t s  i n v o l v i n g  c o n t i n g e n t  f u n d s  is 
l i m i t e d  by  2 U.S.C. S 96 ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  and GAO b i d  
p r o t e s t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was, a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  
protest  was f i l e d ,  b a s e d  on  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
a d j u s t  and s e t t l e  a c c o u n t s .  

MBA C o n t a i n e r  C o r p o r a t i o n  (MBA) p ro tes t s  t h e  award of a 
c o n t r a c t  f o r  c o r r u g a t e d  b o x e s  by t h e  C l e r k  of t h e  u n i t e d  
S t a t e s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ( H o u s e ) .  MBA c o n t e n d s  t h a t  
i t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  l o w  r e s p o n s i v e  b i d ,  b u t  t h a t  s a m p l e s  of i ts  
c o n t a i n e r s  were i m p r o p e r l y  d e t e r m i n e d  to n o t  meet t h e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

On t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h i s  p r o t e s t  was f i l e d ,  o u r  b i d  
p ro t e s t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was b a s e d  o n  our  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a d j u s t  
and s e t t l e  a c c o u n t s  and t o  c e r t i f y  b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  a c c o u n t s  
of a c c o u n t a b l e  o f f i c e r s  u n d e r  31 U.S.C. S 3526 ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  
A u d i o  T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s ,  L t d . ,  B-201299, Dec. 1 0 ,  1980,  
80-2 C.P.D. 11 422. 

W e  have  been  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d s  used  f o r  t h i s  
p rocuremen t  a re  from t h e  c o n t i n g e n t  fund  o f  t h e  House. Our 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  s e t t l e  a c c o u n t s  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  c o n t i n g e n t  fund 
is  l i m i t e d  by  2 U.S.C. S 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  which p r o v i d e s  t h a t :  

"NO payment s h a l l  b e  made from t h e  c o n t i n g e n t  
fund  of t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  u n l e s s  
s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  Committee o n  House Adminis- 
t r a t i o n  of t h e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  
Payments  made upon v o u c h e r s  approved  by sa id  
Committee s h a l l  be deemed, h e l d ,  and t a k e n ,  
and are  d e c l a r e d  to  be c o n c l u s i v e  upon a l l  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  and  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Govern- 
ment :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  no payment s h a l l  be 
made f rom sa id  c o n t i n g e n t  fund  as  a d d i t i o n a l  
s a l a r y  o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  a n y  o f f i c e r  o r  
employee  of  t h e  House  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . "  
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In view of the conclusiveness of the certification 
language contained in this statute, it is clear that our 
consideration of the protest would serve no useful purpose. 
Marty's Floor Covering, B-194384, June 25, 1979, 79-1 
C.P.D.  II 452. 

We d i s m i s s  the protest. 




